
A Troubadour Crib Sheet 

trobar trobador 
to find

trouvères trouver to find

discovered 
music 

of the spheres tuned it in

contrafaction

Fixed Forms: 

Tenso partimens jeu-parti 
pastorela

tornada Reis glorios alba tenso

Alba aube Reis glorios
Sanc fuy bèla ni presada 

alba
Ave, Maris Stella

Pastorela pastourelle tenso)

is

usually



Sirventes contrafaction
The Capital Steps

Weird Al Yankovic

Planh complainte planctus

Canso chanson
Le Grand Chanson Courtois 

Fin' amor 

A brief interruption to discuss two terms from above that may be unclear.  The tornada (envoi in 
Old French) is a little parting shot that concludes the high-style art song, often in the form of a 
dedication, but sometimes as a statement to person(s) known to the troubadour.  Contrafaction is 
a procedure that was as popular with medieval musicians as it now is with modern performers of 
medieval music.  There are about 400 surviving Troubadour melodies, but over 2000 Troubadour 
poems.  One way to put this melody-less poems into song is to find one of the existing melodies 
(with a similar syllable count) and to swap the lyrics.  This was really commonly-done in the 12th-
13th centuries.  One of the problems in putting on a program of Minnes nger (German) songs is 
that there are so few melodies that are actually German - They are almost all of French origin. 

Dansa 

estampida estampie

Trobar leu trobar clus Trobar leu 

Trobar clus

 

trobar clus 

Coblas cobla coblas 
doblas, coblas capcaudadas, etc.

Descort lay lai

sequence descort Gent me nais



Other Terms: 

Vidas

vida
vida “a grossly fat man, a terrible vielle 

player with an ugly voice, but he wrote good songs.  And he married a beautiful 
prostitute who sang his songs, and who eventually became as fat as he was.”  

Razos chansonniers

Raimbaut the Troubadour

Lo gay saber 

Joglar jongleur

etc

Trobairitz troubadour

A chantar is 

Well, here it is.  I hope that this is useful to you.  The specific songs mentioned above are in the program, and 
all will become clear when you receive the set list.  For any who are interested, I would be happy to direct you 
to texts that will describe in greater detail (and, forsooth, with greater accuracy) any of the terms listed 
above.  The moment that I send this to you, I will think of several things that I omitted, but this will have to 
do for now. 



 


